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Above, specialized equipment that delivers SunOp-
ta BioProcess’ unique, environmentally-friendly 
processes for the chemical-free conversion of cel-
lulosic biomass (such as the wood chips, below) to 
value-added products such as ethanol.

President Steve Anderson adds, “The 
proposed facility will utilize a chemical-
free, environmentally-friendly approach to 
process sustainable feedstocks from local 
poplar and similar raw materi-
als. The facility will make 
a positive impact on the 
local economy through 
increased demand for 
forest products and 
job creation.” 

Central Minne-
sota Ethanol Co-op 
is a majority farmer-
owned Minne-
sota cooperative 
which operates 
a 21.5 million 
gallon per year corn starch-to-
ethanol plant in Little Falls, Minn.

Sun Opta BioProcess Inc. is a leader in 
the design, construction and optimization 
of biomass conversion process technologies, 
equipment and facilities. Its proprietary 
technologies enhance the efficiency and uti-
lization of cellulose-based materials ranging 
from wood chips to switchgrass. The com-
pany is currently designing and supplying 
equipment and process technology to pilot 
and commercial demonstration cellulosic 
ethanol projects worldwide. 

Bell Independent Power Corporation 
is focused on developing renewable fuel 
alternatives to traditional gas and electric 
supplies. Bell IPC’s expertise in the produc-
tion of green energy will allow the facility to 
minimize its carbon footprint while maxi-
mizing the economic model by using the 
waste biomass from the cellulosic ethanol 
process to produce the thermal and electric 
needs of the facility.”
Board Reviews 28 Applications

The Next Generation Energy Board was 
established by Governor Pawlenty as part of 
the Next Generation Energy Act of 2007. 
The board develops next generation energy 
and biofuels policy, and makes recommen-
dations to the Governor and Legislature 
about how the state can invest its resources 
to most efficiently achieve energy indepen-
dence, agricultural and natural resources 
sustainability, and rural economic vitality.

A total of 28 proposals were submitted 
to a technical review committee comprised 
of staff from the Departments of Agricul-
ture, Natural Resources, Commerce, Em-
ployment and Economic Development, and 
the Pollution Control Agency. After ranking 
the projects, eight were selected for funding. 

In addition to the CMCEP project, the fol-
lowing seven other projects were funded:
Chippewa Valley Ethanol Company, 
Benson - $700,000 

This project will introduce new 
technology that will allow the 

Chippewa Valley Ethanol 
Company facility to 

use farm or woodland 
biomass to power plant 
operations, replacing 

up to 90 percent of 
its current depen-
dence on natural gas. 

The technology will 
also allow the facility 

to eventually transition 
from corn-based ethanol 

production to cellulosic 
ethanol production. Demon-

strating the feasibility of this tech-
nology is a critical step in making biomass 
gasification a commercial reality.
Rick Neuvirth Farm, Elkton - $220,000 

Anaerobic digester technology uses 
methane gas produced from manure or 
other waste materials to generate electric-
ity. This technology helps livestock facilities 
meet their energy needs and reduce operat-
ing costs while improving air quality and re-
ducing odors. Anaerobic digester technology 
has proven to be very successful on dairy 
farms, but it has yet to be implemented in 
swine operations in Minnesota. Neuvirth, 
a hog producer, plans to use anaerobic 
digester technology on his swine operation, 
generating electricity to meet nearly 100 
percent of his farm’s energy needs.
Northern Excellence Seed, Williams - 
$200,000 

This seed company’s project will 
demonstrate the viability of burning waste 
biomass such as grasses to produce elec-
tricity, which will bring the state closer to 
commercializing small-scale gasification 
technology and use of turfgrass biomass to 
produce electricity.
Minnesota Valley Alfalfa Producers, 
Raymond - $400,000 

One of the challenges facing biomass-
to-energy technology is how to efficiently 
store and transport various raw materials 
such as crop waste, grasses and woodland 
biomass. This farmer-owned cooperative will 
demonstrate a promising approach called 
“pelletizing,” in which a variety of biomass 
materials are processed into uniform sized 
pellets that can be more easily stored and 
transported.

University of Minnesota Department of 
Forestry, St. Paul - $100,000 

The U of M will study the 
sustainability of the state’s approximately 16 
million acres of forests. As the demand for 
woody biomass increases, the study will pro-
vide key information for public officials and 
private investors about the supply of woody 
biomass in order to ensure sound policy and 
investment decisions.
Central Lakes College Ag Center, 
Wadena - $100,000 

The project will provide significant in-
sight into the production feasibility and en-
ergy content of five perennial energy crops, 
including four native prairie plants. The 
project is a partnership between a MnSCU 
campus, local farmers and University of 
Minnesota faculty in evaluating switchgrass, 
intermediate wheatgrass, Survivor false in-
digo, prairie cordgrass and miscanthus. The 
project will demonstrate best-management 
practices for growing and harvesting the 
grasses for use as cellulosic energy crops.
University of Minnesota, Morris - 
$50,000 

The University of Minnesota, Mor-
ris is in the process of installing a biomass 
gasifier to serve as the campus heating plant 
and help reduce campus energy costs. This 
project will lead to the development of a 
contract with a biomass producer and estab-
lish a model for biomass production.

Energy ...continued from page 1
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The Minnesota 
Agri-Growth Council is 
pleased to announce the 
addition of Tony Mon-
dry as the association’s 
program manager. 

As program 
manager, Mondry will 
assist in all activities of 
the Council, including 

policy development, membership recruit-
ment and management, event planning and 
office management duties. 

“I feel fortunate to join such a vibrant 
organization whose mission I fully support 
and who provides such a worthwhile service 
to its constituency,” says Mondry. “I’m also 
excited by the opportunity my role with 
the council presents for me personally and 
professionally. I know it will be a challeng-
ing, fulfilling, educational and enjoyable 
endeavor. I feel confident my skills and 
attributes can help the organization and, 

hopefully, enable it to grow and prosper.”
Mondry brings a diversified back-

ground in sales and marketing, corporate 
relationship management and nonprofit 
organizations. He recently spent two 
years in Italy as an export sales represen-
tative for Guerra SpA, Rome, and as an 
English trainer for Skill Training Lan-
guage Solutions, also in Rome.  Mon-
dry’s experiences also include service in 
the nonprofit sector as the membership 
manager for Minnesota Waste Wise, a 
subsidiary of the Minnesota Chamber of 
Commerce, and as an outreach coordina-
tor for Do It Green! Minnesota.  

Mondry holds a bachelor’s of arts 
degree in public relations from the 
University of North Dakota and a master 
of science degree in public relations and 
marketing from St. Cloud State Uni-
versity.  He also is certified for teaching 
English as a foreign language (TEFL) 
from Hamline University. 

Mondry Hired as Agri-Growth’s Program Manager

the University of Minnesota. We’ll work to 
protect the U of M’s Ag Special, which is a 
package of funded agriculture initiatives in 
research and education at CFANS. We also 
may need more money for the bovine TB 
eradication program and would like more 
money for the livestock investment grant 
program.”

Other agricultural issues that may be 
addressed in the upcoming legislative session 
include: water quality initiatives, pesticide 
and fertilizer restrictions and California vs. 
federal gas emission standards. Bennett also 
warns of possible corporate and individual 
income tax increases and potential broaden-
ing of the sales tax.

Once the legislative session begins, Agri-
Growth members will receive Agri-Bulletins, a 
weekly e-newsletter from Bennett 
that provides updates on what’s 
happening in the Legislature.

Legislature ...continued from page 1

Immigration Workshop
Jan. 21, 2009, 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The Saint Paul Hotel
“Immigration: The Legalities, Practicalities and 
Hope for a Future Workforce in Minnesota”

Co-Sponsored by: 

Minnesota Agri-Growth Council 
Cost: $59 members / $99 non-members
Register online at www.mnchamber.com

Season’s Greetings Wishing you the very best from Minnesota Agri-Growth Council

Public Policy 
Luncheon Series
The luncheon series will be at the Kelly Inn 
– Best Western Hotel in St. Paul. For more 
information, visit: www.agrigrowth.org
and click on “Events.”
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Tony Mondry


